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Celebrating Conservation & Access Improvements

In 2025, the Scituate Land Trust and
Conservation Commission (SLTCC)
completed major conservation, access,
and education initiatives across multiple
properties with support from federal and
state grant programs. These investments
addressed urgent ecological restoration
needs while significantly improving
public access and safety of Scituate's
conserved lands.

Senator Jack Reed (left) and RIDEM Director Terry
Gray admire the new trailhead kiosk and signage
at Esek Hopkins Park before speaking at the
opening ceremony.

The largest project completed this year
was the $290,000 federally funded
reforestation and accessibility initiative at
Esek Hopkins Park. Following extensive
tree loss caused by spongy moth infesta-
tions, the project removed hundreds of
damaged trees and reforested the site
with native species selected to improve

R A BN e

New boardwalk installation at Westconnaug Meadows

resilience and habitat health. Fully
accessible trails were constructed
and paired with interpretive features
focused on climate change, native
plants, pollinators, conservation,
and the reforestation process.

Additional improvements included tree

identification signage, accessible parking,
a composting restroom, trail markings and

seating areas. RIDEM funding of $10,656
supported new kiosks, trailhead signage,
interpretive signs at the quarry and vernal
pool, tree identification signs, and clearly
marked trails.

Completion of the Esek Hopkins project
was celebrated with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on September 7. Senator

Jack Reed and RIDEM Director Terry Gray
attended. Despite rainy weather, the event
was well attended and concluded with

a guided walk of the accessible trail

and native plant garden led by SLTCC
members, helping raise awareness of

the park’s transformation.

At the Trott-Perry Preserve, $68,228 in
grant funding supported major infrastruc-
ture and wayfinding improvements. Two
kiosks were installed at the existing park-
ing areas, along with sign frames and
interpretive content at key trail and river
access points. Two pet waste stations,
and completion of the new parking lot
significantly enhanced visitor safety
and orientation. At Lawton Farm, $9,615
supported interpretive signage, trail
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Trott-Perry trailhead parking lot construction

Town workers finishing up trailhead kiosk
at Trott-Perry.

clearing and marking, boardwalks, and
a pet waste station. At Westconnaug
Meadows, $11,035 funded a new kiosk,
interpretive signage, trail markings, and
a pet waste station, with additional
entrance signage to improve visibility
and access.

Together, these grant-supported projects
represent a significant investment in
Scituate’s conservation lands—strengthen-
ing ecological resilience, expanding
inclusive access, and deepening public
engagement with the natural environment.
SLTCC is grateful for the federal, state,
and local partners whose support makes
this work possible.

New Trott-Perry trailhead kiosk and signage



Lawton Farm Annual Bird Survey

Maintaining high-quality grassland
habitat for Bobolink and other grassland
nesting birds remains a central man-
agement objective at Lawton Farm. To
evaluate progress toward this goal—
and to better understand overall bird
use of the property’s shrubland, forest,
and open field habitats—breeding

<t bird point count surveys have been
conducted annually since 2012. The 2025 survey marks the
14th consecutive year of monitoring at the Lawton Farm
conservation area.

During May and June 2025, point count surveys were conduct-
ed at three representative sites: shrubland, forest, and grass-
land field. This year's results documented 41 unique species,
anincrease from 36 species observed in 2024. Across all sites,
total abundance reached 226 individual birds, representing an
11.33% increase compared to last year's survey series.

The most abundant species observed in
2025 were Bobolink (31 individuals), Gray
Catbird (22), Red-winged Blackbird (15),
Eastern Towhee (12), and Yellow Warbler
(12). Bobolinks continue to show strong
use of Field 1 and, consistent with 2023
and 2024 findings, were again observed
in Field 3—though only a single individual

Red-winged
was recorded there. B|ackbirg

Over the 14-year monitoring period, 82 unique bird species
have been documented at Lawton Farm, underscoring the
ecological value of this diverse habitat mosaic. Long-term
trend analyses (2012-2025) indicate that the unusually high
abundance counts recorded in 2020 and 2022—and the
elevated species richness in 2022—represent statistical
outliers when compared to overall trends. This highlights the
importance of sustained, multi-year monitoring to accurately
assess habitat performance and avian community stability.

Conservation Commission Chair, Cindy Gianfrancesco, and Land Trust Chair,
Rob Bower, finish installation of Lawton Farm’s Woodland Edge sign.

The continued presence and strong numbers of grassland-
dependent species, particularly the Bobolink, affirm the importance
of ongoing habitat management practices at Lawton Farm. Annual
monitoring remains a critical tool in guiding stewardship decisions
and ensuring that this valuable open space continues to support
a rich and resilient bird community for years to come.

Annual bird survey reports are available on the website at
https://www.scituateriltcc.org/lawton-farm-bird-surveys.html

Conservation Commission Makes
Hope Pond Water Quality a Priority

Scituate is no stranger to protecting water quality. As the host of
the state’s largest drinking water reservoir, we are all familiar with
doing our part to protect it. Protecting water quality downstream
of the reservoir is even more important, because that is the water
body we can swim in, boat in, and fish in. But over the years, the
quality of the North Branch of the Pawtuxet River and Hope Pond
has declined. The river is now choked with vegetation and Hope
Pond experiences beach closures each summer due to high
bacteria levels. The CC has made it a priority to try to determine
why the water quality in the river has been degrading and what
can be done to stop it. We asked the Town Council to task the
town planner, Weston and Sampson, with conducting a watershed
study. That study (at https://www.scituateriltcc.org/reports-and-
grant-information.html) identified several possible sources, the
primary one being potentially underperforming septic systems

and cesspools in neighborhoods adjacent to the river. To test that
theory, we signed up with the URI Watershed Watch program and,
with the assistance of Hope Associates and the Pawtuxet River
Authority, we sample the river monthly from spring through the fall,
collecting samples for dissolved oxygen, temperature, nitrogen,
phosphorous, pH and bacteria. We will be hosting a series of
workshops for residents, so they can be part of the solution

(go to https://www.scituateriltcc.org for more information).




Youth Conservation League Work

We once again had the pleasure of working
with the Youth Conservation League Crew

native plants will help to stabilize the
banks in areas where we removed

in Your Community (Crew) on August 11-14
in 2025. The Crew is made up of high school
and college students with an interestin
conservation and ecology. With a Crew of
6 and several Conservation Commission and
Land Trust volunteers, we accomplished

a great deal at 3 of our conservation areas.

invasive plants, while providing excellent
habitat and high-energy food sources
for wildlife.

The Crew also helped us with trail
maintenance. At Westconnaug Meadows
they helped rebuild 2 boardwalks and
cleared overgrown trails, and at Esek
Hopkins they cleared overgrown trails,
and weeded and watered the native
plant garden.

At Lawton Farm we continued removal

of invasive plants, concentrating on
Tartarian honeysuckle, Asian bitter-sweet
and Multiflora rose. This year we also
planted 20 native plants along Cranberry
Brook, including witch hazel, spicebush,
grey dogwood and river birch. These

Working with these young people is
enlightening. Their energy and dedication
is infectious, and we hope to have them
back again in 2026!
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Youth Conservation League Crew with Conservation Commission Chair, Cindy Gianfrancesco (left)

Municipal Land Trust Networking

SLTCC board members participated in two networking events sponsored by the
Rhode Island Land Trust Council. In May 2025 in the Warwick City Hall Annex, Cindy
Gianfrancesco and Rob Bower led a presentation for other municipal land trust
leaders from around the state on “What's Working for Municipal Land Trusts.”

In December 2024 the SLTCC hosted a municipal land trust networking event at the
Chopmist Center which brought together leaders from 16 of Rhode Island’s 19 municipal
land trusts for a day of collaboration and sharing. Municipal land trusts are unique to
Rhode Island, and their organizational structure means close cooperation among the
CCs, the LTs, and their respective town governments. Our own SLTCC has taken the
lead in lifting up and addressing challenges confronting municipal land trusts.

Alice M. Howland Conservation Award

The Alice M. Howland Conservation Award recognizes

an individual, group or organization rendering outstanding
service, either recently or over a period of years, to natural
resource conservation in the Town of Scituate. The award
is dedicated in the memory of Alice M. Howland, formerly of
Hope, one of Scituate’s conservation pioneers. A perpetual
tree plaque commemorating all recipients of the Alice
Howland Award now hangs in the Town Council Chambers.
The 2026 honoree will be awarded at the Annual Meeting.

Perpetual tree plaque
commemorating Alice M.
Howland Award recipients

Qur Mission

To promote and develop
natural resources,

to protect watershed
resources, and to preserve
natural aesthetic areas
within the town.

WORKING TO CONSERVE SCITUATE'S
NATURAL & COMMUNITY RESOURCES

The Scituate Conservation Commission and
Scituate Land Trust exist to help the community
and its citizens sustain their environment and
quality of life while meeting their economic needs.

We are a non-regulatory,
town organization dedicated to:

¢ |dentifying and conserving Scituate’s important
natural resources

¢ Improving the knowledge base from which land
use and natural resource decisions are made

¢ Building local capacity to protect and manage
natural resources as our town grows

e Conserving our town’s unique
community character

e Continuing the Town's legacy as the
steward of the state’s primary drinking
water supply—the Scituate Reservoir

Scituate Conservation Commission
Cindy Gianfrancesco, Chair
Anna Cimini, Vice-Chair
Rob Bower
Bill Frederickson
Don McRobert
Deana Thomas
Greg Thuotte

Scituate Land Trust
Rob Bower, Chair
Laureen Avery, Vice-Chair
Mike Carpenter
Anna Cimini
Bill Frederickson
Cindy Gianfrancesco
Chris Mason

For More Information Contact:
Scituate Conservation Commission
and Scituate Land Trust
Town Hall, P.0. Box 328
North Scituate, Rl 02857
Phone: 401-647-2822

Join us on our outings in 2026!
www.scituateriltcc.org

You can also follow us on Facebook
for events and Information
www.facebook.com/scituateRILTCC

Contact us at:
info @scituateriltcc.org




